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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, MCAP, GH 

SUBJECT: COLT AR-15 SPORTER 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONSIDERING REQUEST FROM COLT INDUSTRIES 
INC., FOR MUNITIONS CONTROL LICENSE TO EXPORT SIX CAL. 223 
AR-15 SPORTER MODELS WITH ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT AND AMMUNI- 
TION TO GOG MINISTRY OE DEFENSE. VALUE OF SIX SPORTER 
MODELS IS DOLS 1101; 2000 ROUNDS AMMUNITION DOLS 150. PUR- 
POSE OF THIS PROPOSED EXPORT WOULD BE TO DEMONSTRATE WEAPON 
TO NATIONAL POLICE FOR ITS EVALUATION WITH POSSIBILITY OF 
FURTHER SALES. 

2. AS A MATTER OF POLICY WE HAVE PREVENTED SALES OF THE 
FULLY AUTOMATIC MODEL OF THE AR-15 AND ITS MILITARY VERSION, 
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HOWEVER, THE AR-15 SPORTER MODEL IS SEMI-AUTOMATIC, NOT 
FULLY AUTOMATIC, AND IS AVAILABLE COMMERCIALLY IN US. OTHER 
CHARACTERISTICS OF SPORTER BASICALLY SIMILAR TO AR-15 OR 
M-I6. EXTENSIVE RETOOLING WOULD BE REQUIRED TO CONVERT 
SPORTER TO FULLY AUTOMATIC. EXPORTS OP THE AR-15 SPORTER 
ARE CONTROLLED ONLY FOR SHIPMENTS OF MORE THAN THREE, WHILE 
QUANTITIES LESS THAN THAT MAY BE SENT WITHOUT CONTROLS IN 
SHIPMENTS OP PERSONAL EFFECTS. 

3. ON BASIS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPORTER MODEL AND OTHER 
MODELS OF THIS WEAPON OUTLINED IN PARA 2, WE WILLING TO 
CONSIDER APPROVING EXPORT. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS, 
WITH SPECIFIC ATTENTION TO GHANA'S ABILITY TO PAY, THE 
POSSIBLE EFFECT OF A NEW WEAPON ON GHANAIAN ATTEMPTS AT 
WEAPONS STANDARDIZATION, THE NEED FOR SUCH BY THE NATIONAL 
POLICE AND THE POSSIBLE USEPULNESS TO OUR BILATERAL RE- 
LATIONS WITH THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF PERMITTING THIS 
EXPORT, AND ANY FOLLOW-ON PURCHASE. 

4. ANY SALE OF AR-15 SPORTER WOULD ONLY BE CONSIDERED ON 
COMMERCIAL BASIS. 

5. FYI: WE UNDERSTAND THAT COLT SALESMAN WHO PROMOTING 
THIS SALE IS SARKIS SOGHANALIAN, WHOSE REPUTATION, EVEN 

IN THE ARMS BUSINESS HAS BEEN QUESTIONED. END FYI GDS RUSH 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE171518 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AJNAVEZ:HRB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973081 0/aaaaagvx.tel 
Line Count: 86 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <01 MAR 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COLT AR-15 SPORTER 
TAGS: MASS, MCAP, GH 
To: ACCRA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




